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  Gathering   

 
OPENING HYMN         230 - Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 
 

 
 
INVOCATION 
 

Minister In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation    Amen. 
 

Order of Service for  

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
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M Beloved in the Lord:  Let us draw near with a true heart an confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 
me a sinner. 

 
LORD HAVE MERCY (Kyrie) 
 

 

 
 
ABSOLUTION 
 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C   Amen. 
 
 
M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
M The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
M Let us pray.  O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 

gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say 
and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C   Amen. 

 
  The Word   

 
FIRST LESSON               Hosea 5:15-6:6 

God desires mercy not sacrifice. 
HOSEA 5:15 Then I will go back to my place until they admit their guilt. And they will seek my 

face; in their misery they will earnestly seek me.”  6:1 “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has 
torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds.  2 After two 
days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.  3 Let 
us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him.  As surely as the sun rises, he 
will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.”      
4 “What can I do with you, Ephraim?  What can I do with you, Judah?  Your love is like the 
morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my 
prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth; my judgments flashed like lightning upon 
you.  6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 



- 5 - 

PSALM 119c Spoken responsively  
 
Oh, how I love your law! 
 I meditate on it all day long. 
 
I have more insight than all my teachers, 
 for I meditate on your statutes. 
 
I have more understanding than the elders, 
 for I obey your precepts. 
 
I have kept my feet from every evil path 
 so that I might obey your Word. 
 
I have not departed from your laws, 
 for you yourself have taught me. 
 
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
 sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

 
SECOND LESSON         Romans 4:1-5, 13-25 

The illustration of Abraham reveals that the heart which trusts God’s mercy  
rather than relying on sacrificial formalism is righteous in God’s sight. 

 
ROMANS 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, discovered in this matter? 2If, 

in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 
3What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.” 

 4Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 
5However, to the man who does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is 
credited as righteousness… 

…13It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who 
live by law are heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law brings wrath. 
And where there is no law there is no transgression.  

 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to 
all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who are of the 
faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father of many 
nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to 
the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.  18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope 
believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as 
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dead--since he was about a hundred years old--and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he 
did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith 
and gave glory to God, 21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 
22 This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” 
were written not for him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us 
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death 
for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the announcement of the Gospel the congregation responds: 

 
 
 
GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 9:9-13 

The Savior’s mercy reaches out to lost sinners. 

 
MATTHEW 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 
 
    10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” 

came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and `sinners’?” 

 
    12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But 

go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
After the reading of the Gospel the congregation responds: 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH                                          The Nicene Creed 
 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
   eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one being with the Father. 
          Through him all things were made. 
          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
   and became fully human. 
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
          He suffered death and was buried, 
         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
          He ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the Lord, the giver of life, 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 
           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
           We look for the resurrection of the dead 
   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY    404 - Faith Is a Living Power from Heaven 
 

 

 
  Sermon   

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

God Says, “You Are Righteous” 
1. Is this praise WE have earned? 
2. Is this praise HE has earned? 
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  Praise and Prayers   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
O merciful Father, hear Your people as they pray in the name of Jesus on behalf of all manner 
and conditions of people. 
 
Brief silence 

 
Faithful God, when we are fearful of our enemies and weary of the struggle, You have been our 
shield and our strength. Grant to us the full measure of Your grace to sustain us against all who 
are against us, and help us to endure the trials and temptations of this mortal life and be faithful 
unto death. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Faithful God, with Your favor upon us, we pray You to help us in our fight against temptation 
and sin. Help us to live holy and righteous lives by the power of Your Spirit, and keep us from 
surrendering ourselves to the slavery from which Christ has set us free. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, give healing and strength to the sick and all afflicted in body or mind, and grant to 
those who struggle the gift of peace of mind and heart. Hear us especially for those who have 
requested our prayers [including _____________] and those whom we name in our hearts now. 
Restore our nation and the world in health and livelihood, and preserve us from pestilence and 
fear. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, give courage to those near life’s end and comfort those who mourn [especially 
_____________]. As we recall the saints who trusted in You in life and who died in Christ, 
encourage us by the witness of Your grace and their faith, so that when Christ comes in His glory 
we may be found faithful and delivered with them into the glory of Your eternal presence. Lord, 
in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, by Your Word and table You continue to feed and nourish Your people with all that 
will sustain our lives and faith. Help us to receive these gifts with faith and with repentance. 
Bring us to that day when all earthly divisions will cease and, united in faith, we shall be one 
people before Your altar. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, sanctify us as Your people and make us bold to confess You on earth. When this 
earthly life is ended and we stand before You on high, grant us to hear the Savior’s 
acknowledgment that we are His and He is ours forever. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things, Father, and everything else for which we need, we pray You to grant us for the 
sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who died and rose and lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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  The Sacrament   
 
PREFACE and PROPER PREFACES 
 
M The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
M Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C It is good and right so to do. 
 
M It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 
is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
M The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen. 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei)  
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DISTRIBUTION 
 
The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, we ask that only those who are members of 
Calvary or churches within our fellowship come forward to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 429 – What God Ordains Is Always Good 
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  Sending   
 
SONG OF SIMEON (Nunc Dimittis) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
M O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
 
C And his mercy endures forever. 
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PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 
M O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
 
M The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  458 - May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill 
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